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BOSTON, AUGUST and SEP1 EMBER, 1898. 

/VS^VEEY country that seeks military success renounces liberty. In 
Mi the spirit of passive obedience and discipline lies the strength of 

^-** armies ; criticism, discussion and the assertion of lawful rights are 
the mainsprings of free institutions. In a country at war, or preparing 
for war, authority must be absolute ; its proper sovereign is a general and 
a dictator. The spirit of conquest and the spirit of freedom are therefore 
Force reigns with the one, reason with the other. And 
the war ended, victory ordinarily seals the subjugation of the victorious 
people ; for Bonapartes are much more common than Washingtons. 
Seeing, therefore, that in every war nations must stake both their pros- 
perity and their freedom, it is obvious that, if they have their eyes open, 
they cannot wish for it. Experience has shown that arbitration can 
never involve a danger to anyone. It has been repeatedly resorted to 
of late years, and in every case it has removed the difficulty without giv- 
ing rise to any objection or leaving any bitterness behind. If arbitration 
by sovereigns has been attended with such results, it must & fortiori be 
effective were the decision pronounced by a high court combining all the 
guarantees of impartiality, enjoying the highest authority and being 

accepted beforehand by all parties. 

£mile de Laveleye. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



American Peace Society. 



Abticle I. This Society shall be designated the "American 
Peace Society." 

Art. II. This Society, being founded on the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 



behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Art. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board of Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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The Return of Peace. 

The war is over. In this we greatly rejoice. Our 
views in regard to the war have been fully expressed 
in previous numbers of this paper. It is needless 
to repeat them. We have seen nothing to induce 
us to modify them in the least, and we believe the 
judgment of impartial history hereafter will fully 
sustain them. However that may be, the war has 
now passed into history, and nothing can be done in 
regard to it but to try to prevent the evil results 
threatening to come out of it. In common with 
others, we shall sincerely rejoice over whatever 
measure of real freedom and promise of improve- 
ment shall come to the populations which the war 
has severed froni the control of Spain. But we can- 
not think of the awful scenes produced by our war- 
ships among the two Spanish fleets destroyed, or of 
the dreadful slaughter, death by disease, and starva- 
tion and suifering about Santiago de Cuba, without 
feeling that whatever good has been attained ought 
to have been attained otherwise, that war is forever- 



more the same monstrous and inhuman thing which 
we do not see how any motive or combination of 
motives can justify in this enlightened age. 

The Washington correspondents represent that, 
when the peace protocol was signed on August 
twelfth, President McKinley, Secretary Day and the 
other representatives of the Administration present, 
relieved of the immense burden which the war had 
compelled them to bear, "were radiant with a happi- 
ness which the stormy weather could not affect." 
We can well believe it. Practically the whole na- 
tion feels the same relief, and there is profound 
gratitude everywhere. As the war went on, and 
the national debt piled up with frightful rapidity, 
and the appalling condition of things about Santiago 
became known, the spirit of the people settled into 
deeper and deeper distress, and there was earnest 
longing for the end of the wai. The spirit of the 
men who forced the war upon us became much 
sobered, when they saw that it was not as fine a 
political job as they had expected. The reaction 
among the people was very strong when the serious- 
ness of the war became apparent, and the real 
character of the Cubans cropped out. We hope that 
this reaction has been strong enough to cure the 
country of the detestable spirit of jingoism which 
was so widely prevailing. 

The cause of peace probably never before had so 
many real friends in the nation as to-day, however 
many apparent friends may have proved untrue. 
Its earnest and active advocates before the war 
have only been strengthened in their convictions by 
recent events, and made more determined to carry 
on an active and ceaseless propaganda. The war 
has aroused many others to a sense of their unfaith- 
fulness in the past and to a purpose to work faith- 
fully in the future. We doubt if the essentially 
pacific spirit of the nation has on the whole been 
seriously affected, as was at one time threatened. 



